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This isin pa rt deca to Nor man ‘Mailer; but only in part. 


Anyone interested in supporting a serious, 


systematic 


probe into secret operations against the Constitution by gov- 


ernment and es aECHCIES 
z 3s ¢ 3 
“It was Dan Elisherg’s hope, 
after he had released the Pen- 
# tagon Papers, that athers—both 
former and present government 
employes—would follow his ex- 
ample and mske public informa- 
tion that the citizenry has- the 
right and, as Watergate rather 
emphasizes, the need to know. 
Last year, Els berg told me ae 
while he was disappointed ther 
had been no marked initial ne 
“ment in that direction, ‘I do sce a 
: very small beginning trend."” ~~" 
An encouraving index of- that 


* CARIC: the Committee for Ac- 
tion/Research on the Intelligence 

~ Community. I have talked to two : 
of the three full-time organizers | 
of @ARIC and have read theit | 
reports. The foundations fou what 
Norman Mailer has ‘called.the 
Filth Estate already cxist. ++ > 

First, the organizers. ; 

_ Winslow Peck worked for al- 
most four years as an intelligence 
anaivst for the National Security 
Agency and was statiened in Is- 
tanbul and Southeast Asia. ‘‘Dur- 
ing the ae years | spent in 
Istanbul,” Peck says, “Twas in- 
vowed. T felt, in playing tn- 
tellitence games with the Rus- 
sians. [ entoved it. Like most peo- 
ple in Kovernment, fo was apoh- 

- ical at the time. But then | went 
to Vietnam for NSA, and that was! 
no ganie. bwwas killing peaple.” 


_” KK. Barton Osborn was ao 
“Arent Handler” in U.S. Army | 
Intelligence and Secunty from | 


1566 lo ne p ath in Vietnam and: 


in Wastiasten, he worked with’ 
the murder us Operation 
phos oNyN, : : 


UY Fini Bute served in UL S. Air 
Foree reconsaissance units in 
Vietnam and Germany, : 

In cecent years, al! three have 
heen active ate an ts war move- 
menmtaond a vd Vietnam Vet- 
wrangs Ag War, In i974, 
vb oeture the House 
es oon Fereten 

iV oGovecpinent En 

prub lu? Botz was 

Sie the cenatie: 

i Sercina Heolatiens Committee in: 

is eebattal fo statements by then: 


| 
trend has been the formation ot | j 
1 
ry 
t 


canbeofuse. .. 
and Secretary af State. William: 
Rogers on the effects of American | 
beinbing in Southeast Asia. Butz: 
is also a former project manager | 
of Project Air War... i 

Around May- 1972. Winslow | 
Peck gol the idea for what came 
to be the Committee: for .Ac- 
tion/Research on the Intelligence 
Community. The following is’ ex- 
cerpted from a statement, ‘‘Why 
CARIC?,” in the second. issue of 
the . committce’s publication, 
| Counter- “SPvi Lote - 
1 “oo. There is no agency: of 
government—directly responsible. 
. to the public—monitoring U. S. in- 
itelligence. Now former in- 
telligence workers, Vietnam Vet- 
erans,. and concerned citizens 
have formed the Committee for 
Action/Research .on the In 
telligence Community (CARIC) to 
“serve -as ‘an independent 
‘watchdog’ on the government 
spy apparatus. We have formed. 
the committee to provide the vital 
inforniation an aware public 
needs to know about government 
operations. . The -secrecy with 
which the government surrounds 
iiself must stop. | Pe 

“CARIC will serve as an in 
dependent, ° publicly’ sponsored 
source of analysis and informa- 
tion. on the practices, organiza- 
tion, and objectives of U.S. In- 
teliigence.’ What clandestine ac- 


tions are. being carried out in the. 


name of. America? Is the CIA 
preparing - to’ entangle us in 
anolher war similar to Incochina? 
What information is poing into 


federal data banks on inneeent 


American citizens. ... Whose 
phones are tapped in America? 
These are same cf the questions 
CARIC hopes te answer. 
“Althouch CARIC does ue 
that a massive government spy 
apparatus is at work in the wor! Pa. 
we hope to dispel some of the 
paranoia citizens naturclly feel 
iwhea there is talk of spies and 
aeipca ans We knaw that the PRT 
‘does net have agents beimad 
every tree, but there are agentsin 
every major lowe fo this counalry 
WHO: have Abe om innocent 
itizens. Only a 
fh: 1 aa asia sed Took al this 
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‘ranted fears, and suide the public” 
“effort {6 end this illegal and unjus= 
ified espionage by Big Brothers 
“#™CARIC knows that tens of 
thousands of Aniericen citizens 
+ «*. Were mobilized over the past 
-decatie to help bring an end to the 
government’s war in Indochina. a 
war that has taken new forms’ 
under the directon of U. S. in- 
teiligence agencies. CARIC hopes 
that these same concerned citi- 
zens will’ continue to oppose the 
government’s poiicies and bring 
an end to this new form of covert 
war... 2” 

From their own backgrounds 
{and contacts in intelligence 
pene the members of CARIC 
had a firm base from which to 
start gathering and analyzing in- 
Rewevers some of it oe 
Hovever, as CARIC pointed ou 
ithe first issue of Counter- Ee) 
“none of the information pre 
j sented (in our publications), no 
matter how embarrassing to the 
U.S. government, will pese a’ 
threat to netiona! security. Jt has 
been estimated by a congres- 
sional committee that 99 per cent | 
of government information now . 
classified should not be classified 
at all.” 

Nonetheless. when ~-CARIC 
began, being « public caunter-sry 
was kind of scary for those i . 
‘volved. For perhaps the first ime + 
‘in American histery, a group of 
former government inteliugence 
‘epents Was operly trying to ex- 
-pose the interconnections of the - 
cpvisible government, tyes the: 
'CIA’S “Girty tricks” : 
» ghuses ef the ! 

in by jecet t 
the counpiry, 


Elson had a pre esl in- 


2no have 
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